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WHAT 1$ CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE?
I must endeavour here to explain briefly what is meant by
Civil Disobedience before I can show the absurdity of the sentences
that follow* Civil Disobedience is opposed to criminal or im-
moral disobedience, Civil Disobedience therefore can be confined
only to those laws which do not carry any moral sanction* Laws
in themselves may be either criminal or civil But a Civil Resister
will not hesitate to commit a civil breach of artificial crime (law?),
e,g*, Section 124 A of the Indian Penal Code, under which anything
according to the vagaries or predilections of a judge may be term-
ed sedition. He will not commit any attack upon the rights of others*
He will never do an act which is calculated to bring any person or
corporation in hatred or contempt but lie will not hesitate to dis-
regard or expose, irrespective of consequences to himself, any hateful
or contemptible act of such person or corporation; and by so do-
ing, he will protect such person or corporation from all un*
deserved hatred and contempt. The law of sedition could never
mean [that] tyranny or high-handedness, even though they may
be enshrined in a Statute-book, should be submitted to, for fear of
the tyrant being held in contempt. A Civil KosuUer will therefore
not impute motives but examine each act on merits* Civil Dis*
obedience is therefore based upon love and fcllow*fccling whereas
criminal disobedience upon hatred and ill will. Civil Disobedience
therefore is to criminal disobedience what light is to darkness; and
when the spirit of Civil Disobedience permeates, as I hope it will
very soon permeate, the people of India, crimes or violence will be
practically things of the past*
OBJECTION ANSWERED
What has been urged by friends and the Government is that
whilst Civil Disobedience as a doctrine of life is admirable in itself,
unthinking people not being able to distinguish between Civil and
Criminal disobedience and being mentally disobedient as to what
they do not relish are likely to mistake Civil Disobedience of the en-
lightened for any disobedience and thus resort to lawlessness* This
is an argument which has appealed, but it has not disproved the
necessity or the grandeur of Civil Disobedience, It emphasizes the
necessity for caution in one like myself trying to practise Civil Dis*
obedience on a new and extensive plane*
Your readers now will be able to assess at their true value the
following concluding passage from the paragraph in question:
la Bombay, it is well known that Qlvil  Disobedience took the form of